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in community-engaged practices. The generally lowauthorities in the management of their programmes.
levels of original research output across the regionDuring unstable times, the likely effect is a disruption
however, mean that teaching materials can be outdated academic scholarship, teaching and learning. As
and not very relevant to local contexts. By the seconthis paper was being nalized in the week of 30 June
decade of the new century, few could argue again®2013, universities across major Egyptian cities were
the urgent need for reforms to the formal academiclosed due to street protests, and ghting had erupted
programmes of Arab higher education. at the gates of Cairo University. Therefore, a huge
challenge at the moment is to re-establish universities
as places of rational discourse, synthesis, innovation
TREMENDOUS REGIONAL DIVERSITY and societal integration.
The third set o€ountries are in the midst of political
We can identify three groups of countries in the Arabcon ict or simmering civil unresin which universities
region for the purpose of exploring how higher educaare constrained, controlled by security forces or closed.
tion is responding during this current transformativeThese states are in a period of abnormal public life
period.In most countries, gradual reform is still seenin which university functioning is disrupted and it is
by leaders as a viable and preferred route to societadif cult to predict what the future will hold for higher
developmentGovernments in this group of states areeducation. Countries such as Iraq, Sudan and Bahrain
offering incremental openings for more citizen partici-move in and out of this category, while Palestine and
pation; Saudi Arabia, for example, has recently admitte@yria face prolonged struggle and violence.
30 women for the rst time to its national consultative
body, the Shura Council. Morocco is encouraging some
types of civil society growth. Lebanon has recentlyCOUNTRIES UNDERGOING REFORM
adopted a comprehensive national youth policy that
encourages cross-sectoral cooperation. Universities While the drama of the Arab Spring has attracted much
these countries are enjoying a period of relative opermedia attention internationally, the fact is that most
ness and ability to experiment and reform, with somef the 22 countries forming the Arab League are in a
restrictions on free political expression. process of instituting gradual governance and legislative
In countries that have come out of uprisings andreforms in order to avoid upheaval. This is true for the
are currently undergoing major governance transi- Gulf States, which are able to use their wealth to stem
tions, universities are embroiled in rapid change. Thispopular unrest, as well as countries with a recent violent
may at times involve short-lived strikes and closurespast, like Algeria or Lebanon, where further disorder is
along with demands for greater institutional open-an unattractive option for achieving participatory goals.
ness and accountability. Egyptian national universityOther countries, such as Jordan and Morocco, have
faculties, for example, are demanding the right to elecyoung reform-minded monarchs who utilize a mix of
department chairs, deans and presidents. The tensiolegal reforms ... Morocco recently enacted laws mandat-
between religious and civil visions for state controling full gender equality ... and careful control of the
have been heightened in this period of jockeying formedia and the security situation to steer a gradual path
power. With the exception of opinion polling, empiri- forwards. Higher education in countries in this category
cal research on these trends is rare or super cial. Ivaries widely as it includes both the wealthiest and the
the North African earc of transitione (Tunisia, Libya poorest Arab nations, those with long histories of once-
and Egypt), the middle of 2013 saw a hardening ofenowned universities, like Sudan, and those for whom
negative stereotypes across this divide and a wideningigher education was introduced only in the 1980s, as
gulf between the proponents of each future imaginaryin Qatar. Nonetheless, interesting developments can
Yemen ousted a dictatorial president only to have hide noted across this group of countries in the ways
vice-president assume the leadership of an unstable which universities are attempting to engage their
political situation. communities and to offer students learning experiences
In transitioning countries, universities are rapidly beyond the campus walls.
becoming politicized spaces that re ect the conict Commonly, engagement within universities is
of ideas elsewhere in society, with all that this impliesmost highly developed in extra-curricular settings.
for challenges to re ection, tolerance and applyingCampuses may engage in humanitarian activities such
analytic rigor. At the same time, universities are strugas a blood drive in response to a crisis, or individual
gling to achieve greater independence from centraflaculty members may provide policy advice and studies
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on request to government bodies. In general, a pattewus departments and the community, de ned broadly
can be seen where universities started out as relatives encompassing the public and private sectors,
engaged institutions as part of the post-colonial stateemployers, children, individuals with special needs,
building phase around the middle of the mid-20thassociations and expatriates (Sultan Qaboos Univer-
century. Then, pressures of high enrolment and shrinksity, 2013). The Centre provides a wide range of
ing budgets reduced those activities to a minimumgxternal services such as short courses and workshops,
now, the beginnings of a new trend back towardsut it is unclear how these programmes interface with
engaged learning and research may be seen, but thfse degree-granting programmes and the student body.
has not yet been widely documented. Where there a®@atar University in Doha launched a Center of Volun-
exceptions and engagement is infused in academieerism and Civic Responsibility in September 2012.
programmes, those can usually be traced to the specilts goal is to develop sthe knowledge and skills of
development of an individual university rather than tostudents to bexne engaged and responsible citizens in
current national policies in higher education. an increasingly complex, global and multicultural soci-
The Gulf States have in common fairly young etye (http://www.qu.edu.qga/students/activities/volunteer-
university systems and a generous state budget fuellenter/index.php). Through active collaboration between
by petro-dollars. Most national education is free orthe institution and the community, a reciprocal bene t is
highly subsidized. With the exception of Saudi Arabia,expected for both partners. The Center hosts My Life
the states are small and typically support one maiis Volunteerisme, a competitidior students to submit
national university. Bahrain is a good example, with thevoluntary activity ideas that compete for cash awards
University of Bahrain founded in 1986 as the nationatowards their implementation. More on Qatari univer-
provider of higher education. The website (Universitysities can be found Section 1V.3.2 in the spotlight
of Bahrain, 2009) notes that: on Qatar.
Saudi Arabia is the largest Gulf country, with a
University of Bahraines vision is to be an internation- number of well-established national and private univer-
ally recognized university for excellence in student  sities. Programmes at King Faisal University are typical,
learning, innovative research, and community with research and extension services organized through
engagement that contributes to the economic vitality, thematic centres for agriculture, natural resource
sustainability, and quality of life in the Kingdom, the management, and so on. An innovative centre identi es
region, and beyond. gifted young Saudis and provides them with intensive
science training (King Faisal University, 2010).
The university also speci es its commitment to sreach- The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is made up of
ing out to the local, regional, and global communities.sseveral small states with a mixture of public and private
The depth of community engagement is suggestethstitutions of higher education. Recently, several of
by the listing of activities: public lectures, professionalthese universities formed the University Leadership
development courses and the offering of consultancZouncil, which is composed of educators from the
services. Perhaps more is happening on campuses likenerican University of Sharjah, Masdar Institute of
this, but those efforts are not yet being publicizedScience and Technology, Zayed University, UAE
Newer private universities founded in partnership withUniversity, Khalifa University of Science, Technology
a foreign entity, such as the Royal College of Surgeonand Research, and Abu Dhabi University. One of their
in Ireland...Medical University of Bahrain, chargerst activities was to host a conference in 2013 on the
higher tuition fees and offer many service clubs andiital role of philanthropy in sustainable development,
opportunities for students and staff to volunteer (Royalvith an emphasis on philanthropy-led initiatives in
College of Surgeons...Medical University of Bahrainhigher education in the UAE (Saudi Gazette, 2013).
2011). Yet it is dif cult to point to one Gulf univer- The American University of Sharjah (AUS)
sity that is actively working toward a fully engaged has a community services of ce that organizes
mission. It may be that welfare state environments deolunteer groups, social service organizations and
not stimulate the kinds of motivation for service thaton- and off-campus programmes. The of ce promotes
are found in places where governments have withcommunity service as a way to eexperience the joy
drawn and social problems are more pressing. of helping others and giving back to societye. AUS
Omanes state university, Sultan Qaboos Universityreaches out to local non-governmental organizations
has established the Centre for Community Service anfNGOs), including the Sharjah Social Empowerment
Continuing Education to act as a link between its vari+oundation, with partnership agreements to sustain
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