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Tanya’s background

• Evaluation research in youth 
development and health promotion

• Research focused on creating healthy 
developmental contexts for children and 
young people

• Strategies to target emergent critical 
issues

• Participatory approaches with emphasis 
on systems transformation



Matt’s background

• Qualitative research: Mental 
and holistic Health and 
substance use prevention.

• Centering youth voice as the 
heart of meaningful change.

• Long-term community-based 
strategy work for youth 
facing marginalizations.



Overview

Examine some frameworks that have 
informed our research

Describe the research related to the 
implementation and evaluation of the 
Icelandic Prevention Model in Canada

Describe partnerships and processes 
implemented through this work



https://files.wmich.edu/s3fs-
public/attachments/u350/2014/
UFE_checklist_2013.pdf

Utilization-
Focused 
Evaluation 
(Patton, 2008)



Harrison, M. B., & Graham, I. D. (2021). Knowledge 
translation in nursing and healthcare: A roadmap to 
evidence-informed practice. John Wiley & Sons.















SCC/KDE Hub Youth Engagement Working Group



What is Youth 
Engagement?



Decision Making 
through 
Intergenerational 
Partnership





Future directions



Measurement to improve fidelity to upstream approaches



Measurement to improve fidelity to upstream approaches

Applying 
implementation 

science frameworks 
and adapting 
measurement 

approaches

Measuring 
contextual risks

Measuring fidelity 
to evidence-based  

interventions 
designed to impact 
the SDoH and the 
living conditions

Measuring 
knowledge and 
understanding

Creating 
opportunities to 

incentivize fidelity

Creating 
opportunities to 

examine 
associations 

between fidelity 
and outcomes



Contrasting approaches – Safe spaces

Targeted programming 

• Individual organization

• After school program

• Delivered to youth experiencing 
discrimination/bullying

• Development of inclusive safe space

• Strengths-based

• Positive role modelling

• Relationship building

• Coping skills

Living conditions

• Partnership approach

• Whole school implementation

• Delivered to all young people 
(perpetrators, bystanders and 
victims)

• Increased supervision and structure

• Policy change

• Peer engagement

• Strengths-based

• Positive role modelling

• Relationship building

• Focus on school climate



tanya.halsall@theroyal.ca

YOUTH Lab

T H A N K  Y O U

http://www.tanyahalsall.ca/
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