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Territorial Acknowledgment
Call to Action #62: 
“We call upon the federal, provincial, and territorial 
governments, in consultation and collaboration with 
Survivors, Aboriginal peoples, and educators, to:

i. Make age-appropriate curriculum on residential schools, 
Treaties, and Aboriginal peoples’ historical and 
contemporary contributions to Canada a mandatory 
education requirement for Kindergarten to Grade Twelve 
students.

ii. Provide the necessary funding to post-secondary 
institutions to educate teachers on how to integrate 
Indigenous knowledge and teaching methods into 
classrooms.

iii. Provide the necessary funding to Aboriginal schools to 
utilize Indigenous knowledge and teaching methods in 
classrooms. 

iv. Establish senior-level positions in government at the 
assistant deputy minister level or higher dedicated to 
Aboriginal content in education.”
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� Presumed European right to land (and 
knowledge)

� Terra Nullius – “land belonging to no 
one”

� Cognito nullius – “knowledge belonging 
to no one"



Truth, Lies and the Political Economy of Colonization: 
Maps, Data, Indicators and Ideology

http://www.emersonkent.com/map_archive/world_map_1772.htm







Duncan Campbell Scott (Superintendent of Indian Affairs):

“I want to get rid of the Indian problem. Our 

object is to continue until there is not a single 

Indian in Canada that has not been absorbed into 

the body politic and there is no Indian question, 

and no Indian Department.” (1920) 



Roots of modern colonial research



• Data were used mostly by governments to 
construct a negative image of Indigenous Peoples’ 
health and social conditions, characterized as the 
‘Indian Problem’

• Date were used to support a forced assimilation agenda 

• to justify fiscal requests for colonial administration of 
Indigenous Peoples. 

• For example, data about deplorable living conditions 
created by government policy (Indian Act) were used to 
justify a host of failed policies that aimed to force 
assimilation including: residential schools, outlawed 
ceremonies, religious indoctrination etc. 



• certain individuals were given access to 

Indigenous data at the whim of the government. 

• Provincial and territorial governments and non-

Indigenous researchers could access Indigenous 

data but it had to be in partnership with the 

federal government

• rules about how to use data were tightly 

controlled or access was revoked



• The 1996 Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 
(RCAP) changed expectations - Indigenous Peoples 
should manage their own affairs.

• information technologies made it possible for 
Indigenous communities and researchers to access 
data - led to sharing agreements between Federal 
Depts and Central Agencies 

• Creation of new national Institutions (CIHR, NAHO)

• OCAP – A spinoff of the RCAP 

• FNRHS - First Nations’ controlled Health Survey 



https://aboutleaders.com/ivory-tower-syndrome/#gs.ug85vl



� euro-centric worldviews and knowledge systems 

� research agendas directed by non-Indigenous 

people (e.g., researchers, organizations, governments)

� projects over relationships (e.g., time and resources for 

community engagement or leadership)

� Academic ethics over community accountability

� researcher productivity over research benefit

*Fund, publish, promote,  etc. 





Continued Deficit focus on:

� ‘Vulnerability’ and burdens

� What makes Indigenous people unwell

� How Indigenous people are responsible 

for disparities

AND

� Ignore community and cultural 
capacities and what is working well 

� leading to pathologizing/stigmatizing of 

individuals, communities and peoples



� How am I contributing to colonizing research?

� How am I encroaching on indigenous life to 

benefit my research career or agenda?

� How am I holding on to power – over what issues 

are prioritized, what questions are asked, and of 

whom; over what Indigenous experience means

� How am I using my privilege to work in solidarity 

with Indigenous communities, collectives and/or 

organizations?



“If you have come here to help me, you are 
wasting your time, but if you have come 
because your liberation is bound up with 

mine, then let us work together.”

― Lilla Watson





� http://nctr.ca/assets/reports/Historical%20Reports/Ryers
on%20Report.pdf

� https://www.facinghistory.org/stolen-lives-indigenous-
peoples-canada-and-indian-residential-schools/historical-
background/until-there-not-single-indian-canada

� https://www.omfrc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/06/specialedition8.pdf

� https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-
heritage/royal-commission-aboriginal-
peoples/Pages/introduction.aspx

http://nctr.ca/assets/reports/Historical%20Reports/Ryerson%20Report.pdf
https://www.omfrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/specialedition8.pdf
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/royal-commission-aboriginal-peoples/Pages/introduction.aspx
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Question and Answer
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